' Luke AFB may exist

with WV communities
Retired USAF Col. shares
efforts with RCSC members

By Charlene Patti Bisson
Independent Newspapers

Finding ways to survive the
next round of base closures
in 2005 is imperative to Luke
Air Force Base. i

Communities and citizens
can support Luke AFB's
efforts with one word — com-

“munication.

“Luke is a vital asset and
encroachment is there. But
we can live with it with open
communication,” said retired
U.S. Air Force Col. Bob Dub-
sky at the Recreation Centers
of Sun City Governing Board
meeting held Nov. 20.

Luke AFB officials must
constantly change with. its
surrounding communities to
prevent complaints about
noise and deadly accidents.

i In order io do this, Luke AFB
officials must talk with stake-
holders.

“We want to get along with
everyone,” Col. Dubsky said.
“We need to know what is
happening in the communi-

' Col. Dubéky explained why
West Valley growth causes
concern.

“Luke is about completely
surrounded except its south-
ern portion,” the colonel said.
“We had two plane crashes
this year (at the Barry Gold-
water Range) and bombs and
parts have fallen from planes
before.”

Limiting flight patterns
over schools is also impor-
tant.

“There are about 40 new
schools in Dysart and Litch-
field,” Col. Dubsky said. “We
have to fly over schools but if
we crash into a school, we are
gone. We can’t have that.”

Col. Dubsky added open
communication with develop-
ers helps Luke AFB tremen-
dously.

“Developers are coming to
us,” he said.

Developers such as
Pulte/Del Webb Corp. fre-
quently meet with Luke AFB
officials working to preserve
the base’s mission — training -
pilots and maintenance per-
sonnel.

Pulte will have new homes
in Festival Ranch in Buckeye,
west of Sun City Grand near

See Piiot — Page 3
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